POLKA DOT ACADEMY – SPRING TERM 2010
Dear All,
Happy New Year!

A very warm welcome back to the Academy for the Spring Term (even though ice is on the ground!), we are very much looking forward to a busy season and are thrilled to welcome new and old members. Polka Dot Academy is South Holland’s only professional performing arts school, and we hold classes in all aspects of dance, as well as running Limelight Youth Theatre, Drama classes, Polka Dot Choir, and private singing lessons. We also hold Adult dance classes too, so the whole family can enjoy the Polka Dot experience!!! Please read this letter carefully so that you understand how the Academy operates, and if you ever need any information or have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us – we are always here to help.
LIMELIGHT YOUTH THEATRE

We do still have a few places available in some of our LIMELIGHT groups, so if you have a friend or relative that might want to join please get them to contact reception as soon as possible. The Spring term of LIMELIGHT runs as follows:

TWINKLE STARS – Tuesday January 5th – March 30th (no session February 16th) 4.00pm – 5.30pm

LEADER – Becky Tarrant

LITTLE STARS – Tuesday January 5th – March 30th (no session February 16th) 4.15pm – 5.45pm
LEADER – Hilary Hull

RISING STARS – Monday January 4th – March 29th (no session February 15th) 4.30pm – 6.30pm
LEADER – Hilary Hull

SUPER STARS – Monday January 4th – March 29th (no session February 15th) 4.45pm – 6.45pm
LEADER – Darren Maddison
SHINING STARS - Tuesday January 5th – March 30th (no session February 16th) 5.45pm – 7.45pm
LEADER – Natalie Coaten
MEGA STARS - Tuesday January 5th – March 30th (no session February 16th) 6.00pm – 8.00pm
LEADER – Darren Maddison
All staff leading the sessions hold enhanced CRB certificates.

This term we have two very exciting events for our youth groups to take part in....

Twinkle, Little and Shining Stars will take part in an adapted version of Joseph and his coat of many colours with guest star Jason Donovan.  This is a wonderful opportunity for the children to take part in a production alongside Jason who is currently starring in the West End production of Priscilla Queen of the Dessert.  There will be a performance at the South Holland Centre on February 21st and we shall confirm the time and ticket price just as soon as we have the final information. 
These three groups will then do a full scale production in the Summer Term.

For our Rising, Super and Mega Stars we are absolutely delighted to announce that we have been chosen to do a specially adapted production of Billy Elliott during February 2010.  Permission has kindly been given by Billy Youth Theatre.  Although this is only seven weeks of rehearsals we felt that it was an opportunity not to be missed.

We shall have to add in some extra rehearsals for the Billy Elliott production and they will take place as follows:

30 & 31 January
10-4pm everyone
18 & 19 February
10-4pm everyone
21 February

10-5pm everyone
22 February

4.30-6.30 Rising Stars
4.30-8.30 Super and Mega Stars

23 February

4.30-6.30 Rising Stars
4.30-8.30 Super and Mega Stars

24 February

5.30pm everyone with first performance at 7pm

25 February

6.00pm everyone with second performance at 7pm

26 February

6.15pm everyone with third performance at 7pm
27 February

1.45pm everyone with fourth performance at 2.30pm

27 February

6.15pm everyone with fifth performance at 7.00pm

Tickets for Billy Elliott are on sale at www.southhollandcentre.co.uk or call the box office on (01775) 764777.  Prices are £10.00, £9.00 (concessions), £36.00 (family)

As well as being involved in the above productions each Limelight member will continue to enjoy the following benefits:

· Termly awards

· A masterclass at the end of each term

· If students still wish to attend Limelight, but are not keen to actually be in a particular show, there is always opportunity for those over 14 to take on some of the producing roles – backstage, costume, lighting, sound, stage management etc etc

ACADEMY DANCE CLASSES
Our dance classes are continuing in popularity, but we do still have some spaces in some classes, so please contact reception if you wish to book a place. Students attending Street Jazz and Dance World will have the opportunity to dance at one of London’s prestigious West End theatres.  For full details of the Dance Classes please contact reception.  There will be another letter next week with detailed information on all dance classes.
SINGING TUITION
We are pleased to welcome back our Singing teacher and Vocal coach to the Academy as Emma Louise Carter. Emma has proven to be a very popular vocal coach so if you would like to book in with Emma please call at your earliest convenience.  Emma is available for 30 minute and 60 minute lessons and will help with breathing, vocal technique, development of range, song repertoire and song choice. If you would like to take advantage of Emma’s immense expertise please contact reception and book a time suitable for you. Prices are £11.50 for 30 minutes and £23 per hour.  As Emma has been performing professionally over the Christmas period she is now away for a well earned holiday and will be back at the Academy as from Monday 18th January.

POLKA DOT CHOIR – START DATE 20th JANUARY

The choir has now changed to a Wednesday evening 7-8pm.  Emma will lead the choir and it is hoped that by moving the day and time that many more of you who have previously shown an interest may now be able to join us.  We would love to be able to grow the choir and perform nationally.  The choir is open to anyone over the age of  8..........so come along parents, join The Polka Dot Choir!  The term will run from 20th January – 31st  March (no session February 17th) at a cost of £40.50.
ACADEMY UNIFORM

As you are aware, we do have an Academy uniform.  We encourage all students to wear the t-shirt.  In the event that we are invited out to perform at functions a uniform is required to be worn by all students.






PRICE
Tank Vest




£12

T-shirt





£10.50

Polo Shirt (mega stars only)


£17

Zipped Hooded top



£26.50

Child Draw Pants



£21

Adult Draw Pants



£25

Child Cropped Cargo



£23.50

Adult Cropped Cargo



£30

Child Zipped Fleece



£22

Adult Zipped Fleece



£25

Hoodies (only ordered once a term)

£25

As many of you are aware we had a new supplier for personalised hoodies during last term.  Unfortunately this company has let us down very badly and we shall not be using them again.  They have now assured us that the hoodies which are still outstanding will be with us by this Friday.  We can only apologise for this situation but when we placed the order we were originally assured that the order would only take 2-3 weeks NOT 2-3 MONTHS!  We are now in the process of finding a more reliable company to use.
We do also have the black dance trainers available for students to purchase.  Please ask at reception if you are interested.

We shall once again be organising the Flower Festival Carnival as well as the Polka Dot Has Talent competition, plus one or two other exciting projects which the students may wish to become involved in.  We shall send separate letters out regarding each of these projects throughout the term.
DVD’s from West End to Broadway 2009 are now on sale at reception priced at £7.50 each.

If you have any suggestions, comments or ideas for the Academy please feel free to contact us at your earliest convenience. 
We do try and continually update the website with as much information as possible together with photographs from previous productions – www.polkadotacademy.co.uk 

Once again, we are looking forward to a very busy, but fun term here at the Academy!
Best Wishes

Helen & Darren
