DANCE
SUMMER TERM 2010
PRIORITY BOOKING INFORMATION

FOR EXISTING DANCE STUDENTS ONLY

HELLO
2010 is flying by so quickly, already we are almost at the end of March and are now preparing for the Summer Term at the Academy.
We hope you have all enjoyed your Spring term at the Academy and have felt the benefit of the classes.  

Many of our dance students performed in the variety show at the theatre during February and it was a wonderful opportunity for you to perform alongside our Twinkle, Little and Shining Stars not to mention DARREN DAY! 
For students who are on the ONE YEAR SCHOLARSHIP promotion you will particularly enjoy this next term (or maybe your parents might enjoy it even more!), as it the term which you receive your lessons for FREE!  

Each dance class will have an increase of £1.00 per hour from the Summer Term.  This is the first increase in fees since we opened the Academy in September 2008.

You will find a copy of next terms timetable printed overleaf together with the prices at the bottom – don’t forget to try and take advantage of the ‘GET 12 WEEKS FOR THE PRICE OF 10’ offer.  

Your space can be confirmed by returning your fees by Monday 5th April.
You may either pay the full amount by 5th April or you may pay 50% by 5th April and the remainder no later than the first day of next term.  Please feel free to hand both cheques in by 5th April with one of them being post dated for 19th April. 
Any cheques should be made payable to POLKA DOT ACADEMY
If you could write your childs name together with the name of their Dance group on the reverse of the cheque that would be most helpful.  All payments should be returned to reception.
Any places which are not taken by 5th April will then be released for new members to take.  No extra students will be taken once the classes have reached their maximum number.
Should you wish to post your fees please send to: Polka Dot Academy, Cradge Bank, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 3AB.
FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ON THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE THE ATTACHED FORM SO THAT WE KNOW YOU ARE DEFINITELY RETURNING TO YOUR CHOSEN DANCE CLASS.  WOULD YOU PLEASE WRITE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE FORM WHICH DANCE CLASS YOU ATTEND

CONTEMPORARY DANCE CLASSES

Over the past few weeks we have been holding a contemporary dance class for our  inter and senior students on a Wednesday evening.  The students who have attended this class have all enjoyed it immensely.  
Unfortunately, for many of our students Wednesday is a bad night for them!!  So, in order to try and accommodate more students we will be changing the class to a Thursday evening as from the Summer Term.  Please see the timetable for the appropriate class times.  The contemporary class will also feature in our dance show in June.......Hannah has some amazing ideas for this dance!

 What is ‘Contemporary?’

The name "Contemporary Dance" describes a range of techniques and styles used in classes, workshops and dance choreography, it uses the ease of movement with the body's natural lines and energy, allowing a greater range and fluidity of movement than conventional dance techniques.

Contemporary dance is characterised by its versatility: contemporary can be danced to almost any style of music, or united with other dance forms to create new styles of movement. Contemporary seeks to work with the natural alignment of the body, and is therefore safe and accessible for beginners. At the same time, the ease of movement promoted by contemporary dance technique allows experienced dancers to push new boundaries of body movement.

DANCE SHOW

This is the highlight of the year for all of the dance academy students as our dance show is performed at the South Holland Centre on JUNE 27TH at 2.30pm and 6.00pm.  There will an extra rehearsal on Sunday June 20th from 10am-5pm at the Academy.  The dance show will be called ‘So You Think You Can Dance.’  Auditions for parts will be on Wednesday 28th April 6.00pm-8.00pm at the Academy.
PAPER FREE ACADEMY!

Our new database is now up and running!  Our objective is to become a paper free Academy, we currently issue up to 400 letters per week so with effect from the start of next term we shall be emailing all of our letters out to parents.  We shall continue to keep a few hard copies which will be available in the reception area.  You will find attached a form which will ensure that our database is up to date with your current contact information together with information on the email address for which you would like us to use.  We shall also put all copies of the letters on our website.
We feel very strongly that this is a good move – for the environment more than anything – but even now when we consistently hand a letter to each and every child as they leave the door, we still get parents that don’t seem to ever get to see the letter!
SUGGESTIONS

We are always keen to hear of new ideas and suggestions for the Academy.  Whether it be something you think would be handy to have at the tuck shop, or a project you would like to see us take part in or even suggestions as to how we can encourage the children to use the bins!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

September is the start of the Academy year, so during the course of the Summer Term we shall have a suggestion box situated in reception (near the disabled toilet), where you can offer your ideas/suggestions for the Academy.  All suggestions will be discussed during our staff meetings.
LIMELIGHT YOUTH THEATRE

Some of our dance students have expressed an interest in joining our musical theatre group – LIMELIGHT.  

Please also find a copy of our timetable for next terms LIMELIGHT sessions – everyone is welcome to attend this group, you do not have to be of a certain standard to join!
ACADEMY UNIFORM

As you are aware, we do have an Academy uniform.  The uniform looks great when the children are all wearing them and we would actively encourage students to have at least a t shirt.  In the event that we are invited out to perform at functions a uniform is required to be worn

The first day of term is hectic and we would therefore encourage you to pop into the Academy before the first day of term to purchase your uniform.







PRICE

Tank Vest




£12

T-shirt





£10.50

Polo Shirt (mega stars only)


£17

Zipped Hooded top



£26.50

Child Draw Pants




£21

Adult Draw Pants




£25

Child Cropped Cargo



£23.50

Adult Cropped Cargo



£30

Child Zipped Fleece



£22

Adult Zipped Fleece



£25

Hoodies (only ordered once a term)


£25

We do also have the black dance trainers available for students to purchase.  Please ask at reception if you are interested.
We are currently looking into some combat style trousers together with bodywarmers............more information to follow!
STUDIO THEATRE FOR SOUTH HOLLAND!

We are sure that you are aware that we have now launched our fundraising project to convert ‘Bay 3’ into a studio theatre.  Together with SPOTS we shall be continuing with regular events to ensure that this project is seen to fruition!  By having a studio theatre in Spalding opens the doors for so many people who do not need to have the full use of the South Holland Centre for their projects, it gives groups and organisations the opportunity to perform plays/shows/workshops which are a little more unusual and which would ordinarily be too much of a financial risk for them to do at the full scale theatre in town. The main benefit of that is of course to the performers – be it children, adults or the disabled sector.

This is a very ambitious project but due consideration has been given by Polka Dot and SPOTS over several months now and the viability of it is very positive.  We have had an initial meeting with the building regulations department at the SHDC and are happy that we can meet the necessary standards required.

Come and join us for our first community fundraiser on May 16th when we shall be doing a sponsored walk from Crowland  back to the Academy, where there will be a barbeque awaiting the hungry walkers – no matter what time they return!!
SPOTS AGM

We often talk about ‘SPOTS’ (our charity organisation), but we would like to offer all parents/guardians the opportunity to find out more about them.  The AGM will take place at the Academy on WEDNESDAY 21ST APRIL, 5PM .  Parents will be very welcome to attend, and if they wish to, join the committee.  If you don’t wish to commit to being on the committee we are always grateful of any help, be it regularly, or just as a one off!  Please do come along and listen to their plans for the studio theatre fundraising targets...........enjoy a glass or wine – or something softer if you prefer!
As always, our door is always open to our parents and children. 

We look forward to welcoming you next term.
Darren & Helen
