Dear Parents,

As you are aware we submitted a DVD of our Billy Elliot production in the hope that we might be selected to participate in one of the regional showcases as part of the Billy Youth Theatre experience. Out of the 115 groups that submitted a DVD only 48 groups have been chosen to take part in the regional showcases, and it gives us great pleasure to announce that we are one of them. This is a real honour for Polka Dot, but also a true testament to the exceptionally talented youngsters we have here at the Academy. Their hard work and dedication throughout the production of Billy Elliot means that we now have the opportunity to perform at The Curve, Leicester on Saturday June 19th, 2010. We have been given a 10 minute excerpt to perform, which will feature all Rising Stars, Super Stars and Mega Stars. 

At this stage we don’t have any information about what will happen on Saturday June 19th, but at least you can put this date in your diary. Tickets for the event (priced between £6 and £10) are now on sale and can be reserved by contacting The Curve box office on 0116 242 3595. We are now also looking into transportation for those of you that don’t want to drive, and will contact you again once this has been finalised. Our participation in the regional showcase could lead to us being chosen to perform at the grand finale of the Billy Youth Theatre experience which takes place at the Victoria Palace in London’s West End in July.   
The popularity of our Billy Elliot production is still continuing and we have now been given the opportunity to stage 7 shows at The Cresset, Peterborough from Sunday 30th May – Wednesday 2nd June, 2010. The Cresset is an 800 seat venue, and ours will be the only Billy production to be staged at a professional theatre in Peterborough. This is another fantastic opportunity for our youngsters, and we hope that the entire cast will want to take part in this exciting project. To ensure that the production reaches the same standard we achieved in Spalding we will be holding the following rehearsals which all cast must attend:

Friday May 14th   Polka Dot Academy
5-9pm (Rising & Super Stars finish at 8pm) 
Friday May 21st    Polka Dot Academy
5-9pm (Rising & Super Stars finish at 8pm)

Sat May 22nd        Polka Dot Academy
10am-5pm

Sun May 23rd
     Polka Dot Academy
10am-5pm

Sat May 29th
     The Cresset


10am-8pm (Rising & Supers start at 1pm) 

Shows at The Cresset are 2pm and 7.30pm on Sunday 30th May, Monday 31st May and Wednesday 2nd June. There is only a 7.30pm show on Tuesday 1st June.
We will provide transport to and from the Cresset on May 29th – June 2nd, and will ensure that the children are chaperoned between the matinee and evening performances.  

This is a really exciting time for us here at Polka Dot, as more theatres want us to perform at their venue. As you know we have also been asked to perform Billy Elliot in Lincoln in July, so we hope that our students will want to be part of both productions, but it is fine if you can only manage one.
For the Lincoln production of Billy Elliot, which we can now confirm will definitely go ahead, there will be extra rehearsals on Sunday July 11th, Saturday July 17th and Sunday July 18th from 10am – 5pm at the Academy. 
Performances for Lincoln are July 21st – July 25th, 2010. 

If you have not yet informed us that you can take part in the Lincoln production please let us know as soon as possible, or indicate your acceptance on the slip below.

Please complete the slip below to confirm your acceptance on these exciting events.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at anytime.
BILLY ELLIOT – THE RETURN!

CHILD’S NAME……………………………………………………………

GROUP:
RISING

SUPER

MEGA

I can take part in the production at The Cresset

YES / NO

I can take part in the regional showcase


YES / NO

I can take part in the production at Lincoln Theatre

YES / NO

